CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
CORAL REEFS & COASTAL COMMUNITIES

NOAA's Coral Reef Conservation Program monitors the biological, socioeconomic, and climate
conditions of US coral reefs and communities through the National Coral Reef Monitoring
Program (NCRMP). The Socioeconomic Component of the NCRMP collects and monitors human

use of coral reef resources, knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of coral reefs and coral reef
management, and demographics of the populations living in coral reef areas. The takeaways
below are based on resident survey results from American Samoa's second monitoring cycle.

MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Most residents support management strategies to
protect coral reefs,

ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION
Swimming Beach camping Beach recreation
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53% 29% 40%

Support establishing community-based 0
village MPAs 89 /O

Support stricter control of sources of o
pollution 91 /O

Nearly all residents agree that coral reefs are important to
_ 949 the culture of American Samoa and protect American
o

Samoa from erosion and natural disasters.
AMOUNT OF CORAL OCEAN WATER QUALITY
Perceptions of current amount of live coral Perceptions of current 40%
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BENEFITS OF MPAs THREAT FAMILIARITY

The majority of residents perceive improvements There are high degrees of familiarity with some
from Marine Protected Areas. threats to coral reefs.

MPAs improve the economy of American Samoa 56%

Pollution SIS
change
MPAs improve fishermen's livelihoods 57%
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SEAFOOD CONSUMPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIORS

Residents engaged in the following activities at different degrees.

97% - 87% 34% 63% 37%
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Eat fish or seafood Eat locally harvested seafood Used reusable items over Volunteered with Recycled
from coral reefs single-use plastic items ~ environmental groups



https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/archive/accession/download/0276137
https://www.coris.noaa.gov/monitoring/socioeconomic.html



