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The Eastern and Western
Districts are located on the island of Tutuila, which is also the territory’s
center of government and business. Manua District comprises the islands
of Ofu, Olosega, and Tau. Rose Island (a coral atoll) is uninhabited, and
Swains Island has a population of approximately 50 people (49). Due to
the minimal population on Swainis Island, it is not included as part of this
summary. The administrative boundaries of Eastern, Western, and Manua
districts are shown in Figure 14.
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The coral reef habitats around American Samoa are rich with hundreds of
species of Indo-Pacipc corals, pshes, and invertebrates (11). The extent of
coral habitat surrounding the populated islands is summarized in Table 15
and illustrated in Figure 14.

Ofu and
Habitat Type Tutuila Olosega Tau Total

Depth Curves (sq km)

18 Meter Line 35.8 36 3.8 43.1
180 Meter Line 353.2 Unknown  Unknown  Unknown
Mapped Coral Habitat * (sq km)

Coral Reef Hardbottom 353 10.5 7.1 52.9
Submerged Vegetation 0.6 0.1 0 <1
Unconsolidated Sediment 8.1 23 0.3 10.7
Other Delineations 2.0 0.7 1.0 3.8

Table 15. Approximate area (square kilometers) of coral habitat surrounding American
Samoa.
Source: Rohmann et al., 2005.

Population

In 2000, the population of American Samoa reached 57,291 people; in
2008 it is estimated to be 66,447 (35, 49). American Samoats population is
concentrated on the island of Tutuila in the Western District. The Western
District is home to the capital of American Samoa, Pago Pago, with a
population of 4,128. From 1970 to 2008, the population of American
Samoa increased by almost 40,000. The majority of this increase occurred
in the Western District, which grew by over 31,000 people (49).

By 2015, the population is expected to increase by just over 37,000 people,
with most of this growth occurring in the Western District (estimated at
33,000 people) (49). Figure 15 presents this expected change by district.

In 2008, the population density averaged 354 persons per square kilometer.
The island of Tutuila has a population density of 460 persons per square
kilometer. The most densely populated villages are found in the Eastern
and Western Districts (49). Figure 14 illustrates the concentrations of
population in relation to adjacent coral reef habitats.

White-spotted surgeonpsh swim above table coral in the National Park near the village of Vatia.
Credit: D. Paul Brown, National Park Service

28







