CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
CORAL REEFS & COASTAL COMMUNITIES

NOAA's Coral Reef Conservation Program monitors the biological, socioeconomic, and climate
conditions of US coral reefs and communities through the National Coral Reef Monitoring
Program (NCRMP). The Socioeconomic Component of the NCRMP collects and monitors human

use of coral reef resources, knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of coral reefs and coral reef
management, and demographics of the populations living in coral reef areas. The takeaways
below are based on resident survey results from Puerto Rico's second monitoring cycle.

MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Most residents support management strategies to
protect coral reefs

ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION

Swimming or

Boating Beach recreation

Support further restricting sources of o
pollution 95 /0

29% 13% 42%

Support increasing law enforcement o
surveillance efforts 94 /0

Most residents (89%) agree that coral reefs are

important for protecting Puerto Rico from natural
AMOUNT OF CORAL OCEAN WATER QUALITY

disasters
Perceptions of current amount of live coral Perceptions of current

ocean water quality 39%
37% (

21%

Neither Nots sure

BENEFITS OF MPAs THREAT FAMILIARITY

Many residents had positive perceptions about the There are high degrees of familiarity with some
benefits of Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) threats to coral reefs

MPAs improve the tourism-based economy of PR 56%

Pollution Climate
change
MPAs improve my livelihood 47%
e 5%
L B

SEAFOOD CONSUMPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIORS

Residents engaged in the following activities at different frequencies

- 49% 83% 86%
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Ate fish or seafood ~ Ate locally harvested seafood Used fewer single use Reduced household ~ Reduced household
from coral reefs products electricty use water use



http://www.coris.noaa.gov/monitoring/socioeconomic.html
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/archive/accession/download/282980



